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Requested amendment to paragraph 9, page 2, lines 36 to 39: 1 

WHEREAS, in light of the silent danger posed by chronic kidney 2 

disease and its prevalence in Hawaii, increasing evidenced-based 3 

prevention interventions and awareness of chronic kidney disease 4 

must become a top health care priority within the State; now, 5 

therefore, 6 
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Re: HCR 28, DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF MARCH AS HAWAII KIDNEY  
AWARENESS MONTH  
 
Chairs, Vice Chairs, and committee members, thank you for this opportunity to  
provide testimony on HCR 28, which Designates the Month of March as Hawaii Kidney  
Awareness Month.  
 

Kaiser Permanente Hawaiʻi STRONGLY SUPPORTS HCR 28.  
 
Kaiser Permanente is one of the nation’s largest not-for-profit health plans, serving 12.6 million  
members nationwide, including more than 269,000 members of Kaiser Permanente Hawaiʻi.  
Across the State, over 4,200 dedicated employees and more than 650 Hawaiʻi Permanente  
Medical Group physicians and advance practice providers work in our integrated health system  
to care for our members and serve our communities. Kaiser Permanente Hawaiʻi has more than  
20 medical facilities, including our award-winning Moanalua Medical Center. We continue to  
provide high-quality coordinated care for our members and deliver on our commitment to  
improve the health of our members and the 1.4 million people living in the communities we  
serve in Hawaiʻi.  
 
Kaiser Permanente supports HCR 28 because it will raise awareness to a disease that affects 
millions of Americans. At the same time, Hawaii’s kidney failure rate is 30% higher than the  
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national rate, and studies have shown that incidence rates of end stage kidney disease among  
Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders are especially high. Kaiser Permanente takes an  
integrated, patient-centered approach to health care that sets our disease management program  
apart, including chronic kidney disease. It’s built into all our health plans and has our members  
covered from prevention to personalized medicine to help manage patients at risk for chronic  
conditions, including end-stage renal disease.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important measure. 
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HCR 28 Designating the Month of March as Hawaii Kidney Awareness Month 

 
Good afternoon, Chairs Joy San Buenaventura and Chris Lee, Vice Chairs Henry Aquino and 
Lorraine Inouye; and Members of the Senate Committees on Health and Human Services; and 
Transportation and Culture and the Arts. 
 
My name is Jocelyn Saccamago and I serve as the Regional Vice President for Hawaii and Guam of 
Liberty Dialysis.  We are an affiliate of Fresenius Kidney Care.   
 
Liberty Dialysis stands in STRONGEST SUPPORT of HCR 28 Designating the Month of March as 
Hawaii Kidney Awareness Month.  We stand with the National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii and other 
kidney specialists and dialysis providers in expressing our deep-felt appreciation to the Legislature to 
recognize March as Kidney Month in Hawaii. 
 
Raising the awareness of kidney disease is essential to preventing it.  With awareness, people can 
learn to prevent and/or better manage the chronic diseases that lead to kidney disease and end-stage 
renal disease.  What is especially concerning in Hawaii is that our youth have higher rates of chronic 
disease with more than twenty-five percent of hospitalized youth and greater than twelve percent of 
youth who went to an emergency room having at least one chronic condition such as diabetes, 
chronic kidney disease or high blood pressure.  All of which can lead to end-stage renal disease.  
Last year, Liberty Dialysis partnered with the Boys and Girls Club of Hawaii to bring the global Kidney 
Kid initiative to Honolulu to emphasize the importance of good nutrition, regular physical activity, and 
improving overall well-being for youth ages six to fifteen to encourage lifelong healthier habits for their 
kidneys.  Working together we can all heighten the awareness of the importance of kidney health in 
Hawaii! 
 
Thank you so very much for supporting kidney awareness in Hawaii by proposing to designate March 
as Kidney Month in Hawaii! 
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Date: April 12, 2023 
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Bernard Robinson, MD, HMA Public Policy Committee 
 
Re: HCR 28, Designating the Month of March as Hawaii Kidney Awareness Month 
 
Position: Support 
 
As the 10th leading cause of death, kidney disease is a significant contributor to morbidity and 
mortality across the United States. The rate of kidney failure in Hawaii is 30% higher than the 
national average, indicating the severe impact this condition has had on our state. Increasing 
awareness will improve public education on prevention and treatment.  
 
Furthermore, Hawaii currently suffers from a severe shortage of dialysis, a necessary therapy 
for those suffering from kidney failure. Up to 700 additional Hawaiian residents require dialysis 
every year, increasing the demand on an already strained system. Increasing awareness 
about kidney disease is the first step towards addressing this dangerous deficiency in our 
medical system.  
 
Thank you for allowing the Hawaii Medical Association to testify on this measure.  
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Comments:  

The National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii (NKFH) joins other kidney related organizations 
including the dialysis providers in the State of Hawaii, in thanking the Hawaii State Legislators, 
for recognizing March is Kidney Month here in Hawaii. 

Too many of us know someone who has kidney disease or is in need of dialysis. That's because 1 
out every 5 adults in Hawaii have chronic kidney disease (CKD) which includes close to 5,000 
needing dialysis to continue living. In addition, 1 in 3 Americans is at risk for CKD. Kidney 
disease is often referred to as a "silent killer", because there are usually no symptoms during its 
early stages. In fact, many as 90% of Americans who have CKD don't know they have the 
disease until it is very advanced. Once symptoms are experienced, it usually means a person's 
kidneys are failing. Like many chronic health diseases, prevention is the key. The major risk 
factors include diabetes, high blood pressure, a family history of kidney failure and being age 60 
or older. That's why the NKFH offers many prevention programs to address diabetes, CKD, 
gout, and free kidney screenings. Early detection and treatment can slow or prevent the 
progression of kidney disease. NKFH maintains Hawaii's repository of healthcare data essential 
to managing kidney disease today. To do so, we work collaboratively with laboratories and 
research institutions to ensure that Hawaii's healthcare test data and test results for chronic 
kidney disease and Stage 5 end-stage renal disease keep in step with national standards and 
emerging best practices 

To highlight the awareness of CKD, the NKFH held a Kidney Walk on Saturday, March 25 at 
Kapiolani Park.  There were over 600 registered participants and close to 1000 people at the 
Walk. NKFH is also hosted a free Patient Education Series on Gout and Your Kidneys on March 
26. There will be a free comprehensive kidney screening on the Windward side of Oahu on Aprll 
29, 2023. 

Thank you for supporting the efforts of the entire kidney community . 
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